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will into subjection. This I am quite ready to do. I am
sure, where we differ, it is a thousand chances to one that you
are right. So, if you still wish or think it proper to appoint
me, I will defer to you.

" I hope this note is not presumptuous or pompous. It is
perhaps harder to write and to do than you would think;
for I have thought a good deal about this, and consequently
feel rather strongly.

" But, however you may think proper to end the transac-
tion, it will always leavq with me the pleasant memory of
your kindness and condescension.

" Believe me,

" Yours faithfully,

" ROSEBERY."

The session of 1872 was chiefly notable in the House
of Lords for an animated debate on the Geneva
Arbitration on the American Claims against Britain
for damage inflicted during the Civil War, especially
by the raiding Alabama, improperly allowed to escape
from an English port. The arbitration had been
agreed in the previous year by the Treaty of Washing-
ton, the British side being represented by a Com-
mission, of which Lord Ripon was the chief. The
present point at issue was the inclusion or exclusion
of what were known as the Indirect Claims, many of
them of the most preposterous character, such as the
claims for an indemnity for causing increased pre-
miums for marine insurance, for loss by transfer of the
mercantile marine to the British flag, and, strangest
of all, for causing the prolongation of the war, though
it was notorious that the fighting on land had con-
tinued for months irrespective of the exertions of two
or three privateers. Lord Russell, with all the
prestige of an ex-Prime Minister and ex-Foreign
Secretary, demanded that the Arbitration should not
take place until the Indirect Claims had been formally
withdrawn, and he was backed by another magni
nominis umbra, Lord Grey.1 Other great guns came
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